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REFUTATION, &c. 


I. SHALL make no apology to the public for 


this intruſion on their time. I had been en- 


treated by a friend to ſtate, in a note to a 
pamphlet written by him, my ideas on the 


ſubjects which are herein brought before them. 
I felt it neceſſary to ſupport the aſſertion of an 
author who would be unknown, even were he 
not anonymous, at a time it ſo eſſentially con- 
tradicted that of a perſon high in ſituation in 
Ireland, and who, by an Engliſh public, might 


have been conſidered as good authority. The 


note thus dilated itſelf into an effay. If by 
detecting the errors of Dr. Duigenan, in matters 
which are nearly ſuſceptible of mathematical 
demonſtration, and by ſhewing that, in theſe 

_— 8 points, 


2 : 
Sed Py a 
eee 
- a4 > 


© . We br R 1 0 801 n Ps 
- I ET: OE OI ＋ 12 
os. ; * * bY» ot xy pl * Ao | * £ „ 74 o 
A e {x r 245 7 r AP bh T4 TING 
q F 4 y . 5 * *$} . 8 "i 2 2 3 


"2 
'E 5 5 
* FP 
= 


1 * * Fa 
n WE 3 
1 af; * 


L A 
pe 
3 
4 * 
by. 
% 
: ay 
Z 4 * 4 
| - Za 
& Hm 
l 5 2. 3 F 
BY * F . 8 
1 
* 
>. Thx 
N 2 
7 X 
— A 9 
8 
1 
: Jr 
\ 29 G'S 
& p * 
P S| . 
3s * 
os ©} * 
= 
bs 
8 15 5 . ? 
=. 
5; A; 7 
-» 88 
DS < 
. 
4 10 6 
5 > * 
">. Ol 
. US. 
» 
5 2% 
= 
+ hu 
be -. 
1 
1 
8 — 4 
1 
- 
* 9 
> 
BY - 3 
3 
- 
= 2 
%” BY 
2 
* 4 
» x 
ae - 
I 1 
An” 
1 
9 
Jl 4 
54 a 
"4 


# " 


4 >. x 
a» mY % > 


FE 


points, his concluſions are diametrically oppoſit te 


ede "RCRA xg 4 


to the premiſes laid down by himſelf, I ſhall be the 
means of awakening diſtruſt on the other aſſertions 


in his book, which I own I conceive to be, e 


1 preſume againſt” the intent of the aiithor, of a 


very evil and impolitic tendency, I ſhall have 


ſerved the cauſe of Juſtice and of my country. 


Perhaps the peruſal of theſe pages may turn the 
curioſity of the well-informed Engliſhman to that 
body of excellent criticiſm on Iriſh hiſtory, con- 
tained in Carte, Leland, - Brooke, Curry, &c. 
which refutes by anticipation the hiſtorical 
errors of the Doctor, as well as to the elegant | 
reply of my friend Mr. Lattin, to the Doctor's 


Strictures, on the profeſſors of the Roman Catho- 


lic religion. Without adopting the tenets of 
their belief, I can yield a degree of reſpect to 
the diſintereſted principle of their attachment 


to it, and hope the day is not far off when the 
Profeſſors of Chriſtianity will be diſtinguiſhed from 


one another, only by vying in acts of that charity, 
mutual love, and forbearance, Which conſtitute 
the excellence of all morality, and are the beſt 


fruit of true religion, 
In 
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In a pamphlet entitled the Caſe of Treland re- 
confidered, it had been ſtated that in all the data 
of political arithmetic, the author would be 
guided by the lights thrown on that ſubject, in a 
pamphlet called, Arguments for and againſt an 


Union, The reaſon for adopting theſe data as 


correct,] is obvious. The pamphlet was the almoſt 
avowed production of a gentleman long initiated 
into the deepeſt ſecrets of Iriſh ſtate policy; as 
an Engliſhman he could not be ſuppoſed to write 

with ſuch party views, as have been attributed to 
ſuch among the Iriſh as have directed their at- 


_ tention to Statiſtical inquiries, and his ſituation 


at the Caſtle, in the midſt of all thoſe documents 
which could correct error, and of thoſe records 


which might excite curiofity, made it probable, 


that accurate information would be the reſult of 


his acknowledged abilities and well-known di- 


ligence. I have not departed from that opinion, 
| however eſſentially it differs from Dr. Duigenan's: 
and I think it right to examine, with ſome degree 
of minuteneſs, his reaſons for diſſenting from that 
writer, and to ſhew' the fallacy of the argu- 


ments * by him for differing with Mr. 
32 Chalmers. 
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(4 ) 
Chalmers. In conducting this inquiry, I ſhall 
ſtate, at the head of each ſection, the pofition I 


mean to refute, and muſt refer the readers for 


the proof offered, to the Appendix of the Doc- 


tor's work. 


1 


PoPULATION,—< [ am muſelf of opinion, that 


« the whole inhabitants of Ireland do not amount 


« to more than three millions, if to ſo many. 


See Dr. Duigenan, page 239. 


In the political znamncy of Bc Willie Bis: 


he ſtates the population of Ireland, ſubſequent to 
the rebellion of 1641, to be one million one hun- 
dred thouſand perſons : as he agrees with: moſt 
hiſtorians, Leland, Curry, &c. and Dr. Duigenan, 
that during that rebellion more than half of the 


inhabitants of Ireland periſhed by the ſword or 


by famine, it ſeems fair to infer, that previous 


thereto the population of Ireland muſt have ex- 


ceeded two millions, and was two millions two 


hundred thouſand perſons. I paſs over the 
rough calculation of Dean Swift, to whom the 
obvious increaſe of population, eſtimated ſixty 

3 9 years 
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years before he wrote, at one million one hun- 
dred thouſand perſons, was a ſufficient reafon 
to rate it in 1724 at one million and a half. 
I now come to a document furniſhed by 
the Doctor, the Cenſus, made by order of go- 
vernment in 1732; to this document I think 
much attention muſt be given ; it is perhaps the 


beft authenticated account of the population of 


that country at any period. By comparing the 


ratio it eſtabliſhes, with the number of Protel- 
tants aſcertained to exiſt at that period of time, 
I ſhall ſhew that I am warranted to eſtimate the 


population of Ireland, in 1732, at more than 
two millions two hundred thouſand perſons. At 


the time it was made, Ireland not having taken 
any ſhare in the attempt, in 1715, to reſtore 
the Stuart family, had enjoyed from the ter- 
mination of King William's wars, an uninter- 


rupted peace and domeſtic tranquillity for near 


forty years. As it does not appear unreaſon- 
able to ſuppoſe that three years of a deſolating 
warfare may have abſorbed any increaſe of po- 
pulation which had obtained from the period at 

EPI Ae which 
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which Sir William wrote, until the revolution „we 
Mall find that in thoſe forty years, or at the utmoſt, 
in the period between 1662 and 1732, Ireland 
doubled its population, and thus aſcended i in the 
ſcale of nations to the ſituation ſhe had occupied 
previous to her long and inteſtine quarrels. This 
will not appear ſurpriſing to perſons accuſtomed 
to conſider objects of this nature; to them it is 
obvious that the fertility of nature ſeems to have 
no bounds but the ſupply of the wants of Man, 
and a tendeney to increaſe ſeems to grow 
with the demand for that increaſe. Let us, for 
the latisfabtion of others, inquire what has hap- 
pened in England, under. circumſtances ſome- | 
what fimilar, by taking a review of its po- 
pulation at different periods. Mr. Chalmers, 
the accurate antagoniſt, whom Dr. Duigenan 
has ventured to aſſail, ſtates it thus: 1 

At the conqueſt i in 1066, — 2 ,000 ,000. 

| mn 1977, — 2,353,000. 

in 1588, — 5,000,000. 

in 1688, ; — 7,000,000. 

in 1791, _ 8,500,000. 
Hiſtorians agree, that, previous to the ſecond 
epocha here mentioned, N 1377, the plague 
which 


1.5 | 
which had deſolated the greater part of Europe, 
but which had raged more particularly in the 
Britiſh Iſlands, had ſwept away one-half of all 
the exiſting inhabitants ; ; but preſuming, that it 
had deſtroyed only one-third, we ſhall then find 
that England, in 1345, previous to the plague, 
contained 3, 476, 500 perſons. When, by the 
effects of that dreadful calamity, a dearth of 
hands in agriculture, in arts, and manufac- 
ture, came to be felt and experienced, obſerve 
what happened : a population which, from 
the year 1066 to 1345, near three centuries 
had added only 1,476,500 to its ſtock of 
people, at the rate of 400,000 perſons each” 
century, or by a Szcular increaſe of one- 
fifth, did, at a ſubſequent period, namely, from 
177 0 1588, in little more than two centuries, 
increaſe from 2,353 000 to 5 ,000 ,000, or added 
above 1,200,000 to its ſtock per century, or by 
a Secular increaſe of one-half, more than doub- 
ling its former ratio of increaſe. 


2D To make this plainer, let us here ſtate the po- 
pulation at the different periods, under the above- 
ſtated 


(.#.1 
lated ratios of one-fifth per century before the 
plague, and one-half per century afterwards. 
In the years 1066 — 2,000,000 
1166 — 2,400,000 
1266 — 2,880,000 
1348 — 3,484,000 
which differs very little from that number which 
by the plague, was reduced 
In the years - 1377 'to 2, 353,000 
And encreaſed in 1477 to 3,529,500 
ST 11577 — 5,294,250 


very little exceeding the number ſtated by 
Chalmers to exiſt at that period. 


When we recolle& that the latter period 
was by no means diſtingui d by the arts of 
peace or by domeſtic 25 have ſufficient 
reaſon to credit a ſimilar increaſe from ſimilar 


cauſes, in times more favourable. 


It appears to me that the Iriſh Cenſus of 1732, 
quoted by Dr. Duigenan, in which the proportion 
between the number of Proteſtant and Catholic in- 
habitants is determined to \be i in a ratio of two to 


five, 


CP 
five, gave riſe to the albeit of Dr. Burke, 
who ſtates the Proteſtant inhabitants of Ireland 
to amount to 700, my reaſon for pre- 
ſuming it is, that he ſtates ſuch an enumeration 
to have been made in 1731, differing only by 
one year as to the date from that quoted by 
Dr. Duigenan, which is ſaid to have been 
made in 1732; and it is not probable that in 
two periods, ſo very near each other, two enu- 


merations would have been made. 


If the circumſtances of Ireland are fully con- 
ſidered, it will appear very eaſy to obtain, from 
many adequate ſources, accurate information 
upon the ſubject of the Proteſtant population of 
that country; ; but writing, as I do, for England, 
where many are ignorant of thoſe degrading pe- 
culiarities, which diſtinguiſh the Roman Catholic 
community, L ſhall, perhaps, ſurpriſe ſome of my. 
readers when * inform them, that the ſame 
means lend no clue to aſcertain the number of 
Roman Catholics. With them there exiſts no 

eccleſiaſtical eſtabliſhment ; in moſt parts, no 
1 | regiſter 
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regiſter is kept either of births, marriages, or 


deaths; a conſtant conflict of opinion between 
the governed and the governors, ariſing more 
from traditional injury than actual oppreſſion, 
renders the former tenacious of hiding their 
numbers in the dread of increaſed. taxation; 


while, on the contrary, the Proteſtants ſtand, 


in that country, in ſituations eminently con- 
ſpicuous, are proud of their numbers, and pay 


the ſame attention as in England to thoſe records 


of human mortality. 


Thence it ſeems fair to conclude, that the 
number of Proteſtants aſcertained to exiſt in 
1732 is nearly correct, while the extreme 


difficulty of aſcertaining that of the Roman 


Catholics obliges us to reſort to the proportion 
eſtabliſhed by the government-writers of that 
day, who could not have attempted to ſtate 
a ratio without fome fufficient information, and 
certainly not in contradiction to that information. 


The ratio then aſcertained, we ſhall find, in 
Dy. Duigenan, to be as two is to five, Now as two 
| a are 


i | | 
ee to five, 700,000, the number of Proteſtants, 
is to 1,750,000, the number of Roman Catholics; 
| and thence we may conclude, that, in the year 
1732, Ireland did 2,450,000 perſons. 
This agrees, fingularly well, with returns 
of the hearth-money collectors at that time; 
{42,456 was the produce of that tax, which 
ſuppoſes 424, 560 „and at five and a half | ”— 
perſons to each hearth 2,334,580 perſons. ä Cs 5 | 
Upon this a 
pulation obtained, in ſo ſhort a | 
| forty years, but, abſolutely, dem | 


have doubled, from 1662 to 1732, I m EK „ 
the aſſertion, that, at this preſent moment, 8 . 
Ireland contains four million of pe 


period of near ſeventy years, from 1732 to 1800 ⸗ 3 
it does not require any ſuch rapid 1 
0 but only 1,600,000, or two-thi | | 
of the | 3 
to this 1 | f 


putes the tax on , which, in 1790 —_ — 
were aſcertained to be 700,000, to be but | 2 
L 8 | ur- | | 
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four-pence a head on the inhabitants of Ireland, 
and thus admits, that the ſum collected was the 
aggregate groats of 4, 200, 000 perſons ; but as 
the Doctor's conceſſions, though proof againſt 
himſelf, are not fo to the public, and as I am not 
influenced in the preſent diſcuſſion by a ſpirit of 
contradiction, but by a ſincere deſire to eſtabliſh 
truth, I ſhall go deeper into this part of the 
ſubject. It dae oi eg 


The means of information poſſeſſed, and the 
character of the perſon aſſerting any fact, muſt 
frequently be the guides of our belief; on 


theſe grounds Mr. Buſhe, who poſſeſſed the 


moſt ample means of information, and who 
could direct the attention of the whole body of 


revenue officers to the aſcertaining of a fact, 


ſeems moſt fully entitled to our confidence, He 


was for many years one of the commiſſioners of 


his Majeſty's revenue in Ireland, to the more 


perfect collection of which his inquiries tended, | 


and I cannot ſee where Mr. Chalmers could 
have found any other authority to be placed in 
parallel with the data ſupplied by him. s 


By 


Now the number of houſes in England in 1 690 | 5 e 1 
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By returns made to the Houſe of 


March, 1792, (See Chalmers, ) it appears that 1 
the number of houſes in Ireland was 701,000. „ 


being 1,300,000; it appears fair to conclude, more B 


eſpecially if I can ſhew the ſtate of manufaQtures | . "IM 


to be nearly the ſame at theſe periods in both coun- 0 | 8 " ag l 1 


tries, that the population of Ireland in 1791 was to ED : _ 
the population exiſting in England in 1690, as _ 
701,000, the number of houſes in Ireland in | 7 2 
1791, is to 1,300,000, the number of houſes in ; : OM 3 
England i in 1690, or as 7 is to 13. The latter term „ "2 


of this proportion being aſcertained by Mr. , GY BH 


Chalmers to be 7,000,000 and up 2 
number of perſons in Ireland will be 3,800,000. | 

If many aſſumptions give the ſame reſult, it will 
be proved as far as it can be ſo, that ſuch is the 


population of Ireland. In the year 1670 Sir 
W. Petty ſtates the number of houſes in Ireland 
to be 200,000, and with his means of accurate 
knowledge, he computes the number of perſons 
at 1,100,000, or in the exact ratio of five and 


a half to a houſe.” Mr. Chalmers, by ſeparati 


the houſes into diſtin&t claſſes, with that degree 
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of preciſion which marks his works, eſtimates 
the total number of inhabitants at 4,193,158: 
at ſive and a half perſons to each houſe, 701,000 
bouſes would give 3,855,000 perfons ; between 
this laſt number and Mr. Chalmer's eſtimate is 
the beſt approximation of the real numbers, 
which I ſhall not heſitate to call Four MILLIONS. 


To Dr. Duigenan's other objeftions to the 
ſtatements adopted by Mr. Chalmers, I ſhall re- 
ply very briefly. Having ſhewn that the increaſed 
rapidity of the current of population ſoon fills up, 
in an improving ſtate of ſociety, the void created 
by plague, war, or famine, as evinced in the hiſ- 
tory of the increaſe of Engliſh population, I ſhall 
beg leave to remark, that difrefed circumftancer, 
which, according to Mr. Wallace, are among 
| the mo powerful cauſes which prevent increaſe, 
by difabling men to provide for their families, is 
an expreſſion which ought to be confined to the 
inability of fupplying abſolute wants, and not to 
' the privation of relative comfort. It is a well- 
known fat, that in Ireland the moment a 
young man can hire a hut and potatoe-garden, 

q 3 with 


-L w ) 
with the produce of which he may feed a 
he ſeldom or never fails to marry ſome young 
woman, whoſe fortune is, at the utmoſt, the 
means of purchaſing a cow, or who, by 
in ſpinning, care of poultry, or hard labour, 
may hold out the proſpect of it. The 


that country out of the claſs of ſhepherds and 


a picture of Ireland, or of its people; every man 
of the lower orders is, to a certain extent, a 


deſerted waſtes of fertile Hungary, or the barren 
_ 


day, preſent any reſemblance to the lonely and 
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and abandoned tracts of Weſtphalia ; every 
where you can travel, there is . Life and Man. 
The quantity of pork exported of late years, ex- 
ceeding that of beef by 20, 500 barrels yearly, 
is a ſtrong evidence of the rapid improvement 
of the agriculture, and of the increaſed popula- 
tion of Ireland; that ſpecies of proviſion being 
excluſively reared, and fattened by the inha- 
bitant of the cottage. The plenty of wholeſome 
food, namely, potatoes and milk, though with 
a privation of almoſt every thing which in En- 


gland is called comfort, forms the exception to 


Mr. Wallace's rule, as applied to Ireland ; and, 
at the moment I am writing, while the day- 
labourers in England are, almoſt univerſally, 
obliged to reſort to pariſh-affiſtance for the means | 


of purchaſing bread for their offspring, the day 


orders of Triſh are fed with that which they 
prefer, potatoe s, —and that without. bein ga 


charge on the Proprietors in the country; for 


there are no poor: rates, or any but caſual re- 
lief for the wants and diſtreſſes of the lower 


orders. 
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In an equally erroneous” manner does the 
Doctor repreſent Ireland, as a country totally deſ- 
titute of manufaQtures ; it would be eaſy to ſhew: 
by a moment's attention to the utmoſt 1 TOR 
tation of Engliſh drapery, and a' compariſor 
between the average quantity of wool, produ- 
ced by ten millions of fleeces, with the export of 

of wool and woollen- yarn, that the wookens,. 
worn by the people, are the home- manufacture 
of Ireland. 1 may, perhaps, at ſome future day, 
give more time and more paper to the farther 
inveſtigation of the ſubject; moreover, the ſpin- 


ning the wool into yarn is an inferior degree 


of manufacture. Ireland, ſince the eſtabliſhm ent, 
in 1780, of the cotton- manufacture, nearly ſup- 


plies its own conſumption in that article, and 


at preſent imports nothing but the fineſt deſcrip- 
tion of thoſe goods, not one-tenth of the whole; 


but were all theſe to be confidered as making 


no weight, the linen- manufacture yields, at 
this moment, a larger ſurplus for exportation 
than did, at the period of the revolution, the 
woollen- manufacture of England: the woollens 
W ee in 1688 were, according to Chalmers, 
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little more in value than two millions ſterling ; 
the Iriſh linens exported in 1798 are valued, 
!: BY by Lord Auckland, at £.2,500,000, and, by Mr. 1 
| 2 Fofter, at C. 3,118,867. When we conſider that 
| FE - this manufacture yields conſiderably leſs to thoſe 
ER - employed in it than that of wool, and there- 
| fore, to create an equal value, muſt engage a 
greater number of hands, and that all theſe ob- 
jects are manufactured in a country, whoſe ex- 
tent is not much more than half of that of 
Win | England, being as 26 is to 46, are we not war- 

| } : it 5 ranted to conclude, that the average population 
i q of England, at the time of the revolution, is 
35 not an exaggerated ratio, by which may be 
1 N judged that of Ireland at this day 1800; eſpe- 
1:88 cCioally when we find it acknowledged by Dave- 
1 q BY nant, and by him aſſerted to the Marquis of 
| | | RY | Normanby, that England had not, at that time, 
1 } 1 hands ſufficient to carry on the linen and 
1 3 | woollen manufacture together. Upon theſe 
grounds J have proceeded in fixing, at four mil- 
lions, the population of Ireland; and at that 
| . number it is alſo computed by the preſent mi- 
Tins | ] | niſter of that country, Lord Caſtlereagh. 

Wl | „„ vil og Need 


Need I animadyert upon the ſtrange aſſertion 
of Dr. Duigenan, that it cannot be a populous 

country, furniſhing, as it does, the armes of ET „ 
foreign potentates, as well as | thoſe of Great Bri- a 
tain, with multitudes of ſoldiers ; and all foreign 9 x 8 | | 


nations, particularly America, ' with » crowds 7 7 
emigrants. I had hitherto conceived, that over- . 
flow proved abundance, and had been taup | = 
by ſome political writers, that none but ſuch as Ds 


are ſuperabundant quit their own for foreign : 

climates, unleſs from vices of government, which 
I am fure the Doctor does not wiſn to attribute. | 
I think there is much more ſagacity in the ob- ns 
ſervation of A. Young, who partly attributes the | 
diſturbances exiſting, at the period he wrote, 
to the accumulation, in Ireland, of thoſe fiery 
ſpirits, and: young adventurers, whoy previous 
to the war with America, uſed, to the number 
of four or five thouſand. every. year, emigrate 
to that ſcene of wider enterprize ; . and we 
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might, perhaps, be warranted to attribute ſome 

of the diſturbances,” which of late have dif- 

graced that country, to the farther accumulation | ; 
of thoſe inflammable materials, whoſe num- "Xs 1 
Nail D 2 ber, 5 
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ber, from 1775 to 1800, muſt amount to near 


one hundred thouſand — : 


Ihe ſecond and third objection of Dr. Duige- 
nan, to the eſtimate of Mr. Chalmers, deſerve 
no other anſwer but that which is contained in 


- the refutation of the firſt ; the fourth, relative 


to the comparative extent of Great Britain and 


Ireland, is groſſly erroneous ; and, as it leads 


to an inquiry into the extent of Ireland, a 
ſubject intimately connected with what is to 
follow, deſerves a more ſerious inquiry and ac: 
curate inveſtigation, without which it would be 
impoſſible to take any comparative view of its 


population, and that of England and Wales. 


ExTENT.— The ſuperficial contents of Great 
Britain are to thoſe of Ireland. in the propor- 
tion of three and a half to one. Dr. * 


page 238. 


Sir W. Petty was employed, by the exiſting 
government, to ſurvey the lands forfeited by the 
rebellion of 1641, but never did ſurvey the 
i whole 
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whole kingdom f Ireland. From his partial 
ſurveys, and ſuch other materials as could be 


collected, maps, called Sir W. Petty's maps, 


were publiſhed in 1685. His ſurveys, of which 


ſome have ſuffered from fire, exiſt in 'the office 


of the Surveyor-general in Ireland, and a more 
perfect tranſeript in the library, formerly the 
King's library at Paris.” It will not be uſeleſs 
to remark, that this ſurvey, generally known 
by the name of the Down Survey, is ad- 


mitted as evidence of boundary and mearing 


between parties in the Iriſh courts of law, but is 


not admitted as evidence of extent. Its aceuracy 


1s impeached, as wel] as that of a ſurvey, called the 
Stafford Survey, by the commiſſioners appointed 
in King William's time, for ſettling the claims 


and forfeitures, and by them it is ſtated as un- 


der- rating conſiderably the lands ſurveyed.— 


Engliſh Commons Journals, Seſſion 1701-2, 


But let me not be ſuppoſed, by this remark, to 


wiſh to detract from the well eſtabliſhed repu- 


tation, for ability and induſtry, of that wonderful 


man, 
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man, the father of the ſcience of Political 
Economy, and in whoſe writings may be found 
almoſt every axiom which has ſince been de- 
veloped and illuſtrated by Stuart and Smith. 
When we conſider. that in the ſhort ſpace of 
fifteen months, he completed a ſurvey of upwards 
of five millions of acres, and mapped them into 


the ſubdiviſions of barony, town lands, and indi- 


vidual property, in a country not opened by 
roads, but interrupted by bogs, moraſſes and 


woods, not friendly, but hoſtile to his under- 
taking, we ſhall have to wonder, not that he 
has erred, but that his errors are ſo few.“ 


The extent given to each of theſe countries, 


oy Templeman, who gives but ſixty miles to 


| * This ſeems to me the proper Reg to PT TY to my Er- 


glim reader, the difference which exiſts between the meaſures 


of ſurface in England and Ireland, as it will be neceſſary to 
recolle, that my Iriſh authorities ſpeak of Iriſh, while in 


my comparative view of extent and population, I ſhall ſpeak 


of Engliſh acres—their difference conſiſts in this, that the acre 


in England i is compoſed of 160 ſquare rods of ſive yards and 


a half each rod, the Iriſh acre of 160 ſquare perches, each 
perch of ſeven yards; their exact relation in the ſmalleſt. ex- 
preſſion of whole numbers is as 121 is to 196. 
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a degree, is as follows (and by allowing 693 miles 


to a degree the . is alſo n 20 


— 


England covers 49, 540 ma miles of 60 t to 
a degree, or reduced into miles of 69x to a de- 
gree, 66, 348 ſq miles, or 42,463,264 acres. Scot- 
land, with its iſlands, covers, 27,794 {q. miles of 
60 to a degree, « or 37,297 {q. miles of 692 to a de- 
gree, or 23,867 ,016 acres. Ireland covers 27,457 


ſq. miles of 60 to a degree, or 36,840 ſq. miles 


of 69x to a degree, or 23,577,630 acres, 


It is aſſerted by Mr. Young, that i in the ex- 


tent given by Templeman to other countries, an 


error of one-tenth, or nearly, in diminution of 


their extent, has been perceived by a compariſon 


with later and more improved ſurveys, and as 
we have already remarked that a ſurvey, the 
Down Survey, agreeing in general extent with 
him, has been deemed too contracted, by the 


| beſt authority, we ſhall be warranted to adopt 


the extent given by Mr. Arthur Young, and ſup- 
ported by Mr. Grew, to the Britiſh dominions.— 
See Young's Tour through France, and Phil. Trany. 
Wwe ſhall thence infer the relative proportions : 


England. 
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England and Wales contain, accord- e. 


Scotland, with its mu 286,369,695 
, 75, HOO 


the relative extent of the two former will be to 
that of Ireland, as 73 is to 26. Ireland ſome- 
what exceeding a third of Great Britain, not as 
afſerted by Dr. Duigenan, as 91 is' to 26,* or as 
32 is to b. So much for the Doctor's n 


. 's 5 : 
244 3 -%..S y - . 4 


acuracy. 
* A cavil may ariſe here from my adopting Me. A. Young's 


calculation ; but it will anſwer no purpoſe to the Doctor's 
argument; for whether 1 adopt Templeman 8 calculations, 


founded on miles of which but ſixty to a degree, upon their 


reduction into miles of 694 to a degree, or upon the encreaſe 
which it has been deemed neceſſary to give to his eſtimate, in 


order to compenſate ſor his ſuppoſed error; we s ſhall Nil find | 


the ſame ratio to obtain as _ be ſeen here: 

As 60 miles the degree. A. 69k. | | With error cure 
England, —-49,540 8. M. 66, 348 8. M. 73,306 8. M. 
Scotland, —27 794 — 37 292 — 41,202 - — 
Ireland, — 27,457 36840 40,703 — 
England and Scotland, — 77,334. Ireland, — 27,457. ' 
England and Scotland, — 103,540, Ireland, 36, 840. . 
England and Scotland, — 114,508. - Ireland, — 40,703. © 

And thence conclude that Ireland is more than a third or 
two ſixths of England and Scotland, and not, as aſſerted by 
the Doctor, only two-ſevenths. The difference may "HA 


ſmall when expreſſed by thefe common dividers, but when pat 
into acres, it makes the difference of 3,438,363 acres. 
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Wiſhing to give to the inhabitants of England 

an accurate idea, and thus ſhew the full value 
of Ireland, as well as of its poſhble improve» 
ment, I ſhall here obſerye, that a population of 
four millions of people, extended over twenty- 
fix millions of Engliſh acres, and upon which 
are erected ſeven hundred thouſand | houſes, 
gives thirty-four acres to each houſe, or fix 
acres and a half to each individual perſon, and 
thence conclude that the population of Ireland, | 
when taken at four millions, is very far from 
nn ing reached its Achme. 


As to the Doctor's appeal to every intel- 
ligent man on the fubjeft of the reſpeAtive 
population” : of the two countries, to 'be de- 
duced from their appearance to a travel- 
tee, EF certainly have traverſed England in 


many direftions, probably diſlin& from thoſe 


in which he has travelled: I have often been 
ſurpriſed at the high ftate of cultivation at dif- 


tances very remote from habitation ; a ſight to 


which an Iriſh eye is not accuſtomed. The aggre» 
gation of men into towns and villeges, the effec 
* in 
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in England of the long civil wars of the Ba- 


rons, and afterwards between the houſes of York 
d A! mag when Gontfaſtee with the ſeatter- 


n 


the circumſtance, which, to a certain extent, 
cheats the eye and deceives the judgement. b But, 
in order to ſhew that the population of England 
and Wales i is comparatively greater, than that of 


Ireland, | it is not neceſſary, to admit Dottar 


Duigenan' 8 concluſion ; ; that if I reland contains 


upwards of four millions of inhabitants, England 


and Wales contain at leaft twelve millions, (page 


239.) The acreable contents of England and 


Wales are forty- ix millions of acres, over 
that ſurface are ſcattered eight millions, and a 
half of inhabitants, or at the rate of leſs than 


five acres and a half to each perſon... The acre- 
able contents of Ireland are twenty-ſix milli- 


Ireland are ſcattered four millions of perſons; or 
at the rate of ſix acres and a half to each perſon; 
in the inverſe ratio of theſe numbers is the 
nee, 3 of the country. Thus 
Engliſh 
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Engliſh population is to Iriſh, 
is dd Wt: wr ning Aras to tt oa ie ien ; 
PROTESTANTS, and Rowan CarnoLIEs— 
In his conſideration . of the relative numbers 
of Proteſtants and Roman Catholics, a mat- 
ter, 1 apprehend, | of very little conſequence e 


„ 


upon the eve of an arran gement, which, 
1 truſt, will allay their difſentions, by. re- 


; 
11 


moving a firuggle for political power, | the 
Doctor ſupplies us with che moſt incontro i ; 
vertible arguments againſt his own concluſion. 15 


He ſays that Sir W. Petty determines that ratio 


Fa ; 
618 a, \ 


2 be, at the time he wrote, as 3 is to 8; 5 that the 


9 748182 : 


Cenſus, made by (government in 1732, had, fixed e 3 = 
upon that ef 2 is to 5, ſomewhat inferior to the | 


F * 


former,” by a compariſon made by the Doctor, 
© Th 5 
a from the return Cy paupers, he fheeps it to beas 6 ol 
to 17 See page 240, and following ; and thence | 1 
he moſt mathematically concludes that it is as 2 1 7 
14 2%. 3.4 #45; 2 La 15 10 2 | | F 
is to 4 See Page 2 242. 5 f 
[18-30 2 ͤͥͤò¼' . aA FO 130 
I hall not adopt his calculation, but that of 
the Cenſus of 1732, as the loweſt of the other 
2 * three, | 1 55 1 
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Y : res, and ſub-dividing the numbers of the total 
population into theſe proportions, we ſhall find 
; 8 that, i in Mr. Chalmer's eſtimate of 4, 200, 000 per- 

| ſons, one million two hundred thouſand are Pro- 
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= | e teſtants and three millions Catholics ; ; or recurring 

3 to my diminiſhed number of four million, that 

E 1,142,858 are Proteſtants, and 2,857,142 are 

BF Roman Catholics. Leaſt theſe _proportions 

1 . ſhould appear extremely incorrect, either to the 
3 8 | : inhabitant of Ulker, accuſtomed to ſee a large 

5 N congregation of fellow Proteſtants, or to the 

1 5 inhabitant of Connaught, equally accuſtomed to 

| ſee the church deſerted and the chapel crouded 3 

it may be proper to account for theſe appearances, 


more eſpecially : as it will anſwer another purpoſe 
in the ſequel of this eſſay. Dr. Beaufort, in his 
introduCtion to a map of Ireland, furniſhes us 
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LY with very ſufficient materials for this inquiry; 5 
referring to the proportions aſcertained by him, 

but taking into conſideration the increaſed num- 

ber of houſes, and the greater extent of the 
conntry from the reaſons alre dy * we 
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Ulſter contains - 222,238 — 1,272,190 
Leinſter — 188,247 — 1,076,876 
Munſter = | 1 = 1,109, 680 
n — n — W 


Now, as the firſt of theſe provinces contains 
x great proportion of all the Diflenters in the 
kingdom, and alſo a very numerous body of 
Proteſtants, we may venture to aſſume that half 
its population, or ſix hundred thouſand out of 


the eleven hundred thouſand inhabitants of 


Ulſter are Proteſtants ; Leinſter, in which are 


ſituated Dublin, Wexford, Drogheda, Carlow, 


and other large towns, may be fappoſed to con- 
| tain one-half of the remaining | tants, or two 


hundred and fifty thoufand, among a population | 


of a million; Munſter, double i in extent of Con- 
naught, and full of thriving towns, Cork, Wa- 
terford, Limerick, Clonmell, &c. may abſorb 


four- fifths, or two hundred thouſand of the re- 


maining Protæſtants among a population of eleven 


hundred thouſand perſons; while the remaining 


mop" be ſuppoſed: to be ſcattered 
8 


* 2 3 8 2 0 " . ; . 
1 9 22 1 6 > 5 5 5 We. 
— ETA » WA 1 Ag 9 7 * \ * 
TY 5 D 2 N : , * 5 ; 4 
* * * e ea onlng BUR. Frm, 5 OS, "OE 
N N 2 5 1 * 3 
42 


2 


( 30 ½ 
through the five hundred and forty thouſand inha- 
bitants of Mas * „ eil 490) 
Ulſter, EE 636,000 — 636,190 
Leinſter, — 250,000. — 826,876 
Munſter, — 200,000 — 909,680 
Connaught, — 50,000 591,254 
Reſuming theſe ms a thy we may con- 
clude that the number of Proteſtants. i is to that of 
Roman Catholics, in Uiſter, i yl 10000 
| Leinſter, —_— is to 32 
Munſter, as 1 is to 43 
[6 ms. as 1.is to 10 
It is ; evident, that mathematical preciſion is 
not to be obtained in calculations which, like 
this, reſt upon data conjettually taken, but it is 
preſumed, that a ſolution of this nature, with, 
flight variations if neceſſary, does account for the 
appearances above mentioned. 


CourARATIVE WEALTH.——* The landed 

« eftates in the hands of the Proteſtunts, at 
« the commencement f the Rebellion in 1689, 
© amounted to five-fixths of the whole landed pro- 
5 ber of the nation. See Duigenan, page 244. 
This 


* 


(9) 

| This aſſertion of the Doctor's obliges us to travel 
back with him, and conſider the exact extent of 
the confiſcations which followed the rebellions in 
the reigns of Queen Elizabeth and Charles the 
firſt, and thus aſſerted by the Doctor to amount to 
upwards of ten millions of Iriſh acres. I feel we 
treadon delicate ground; the recollection of theſe 
meaſures of conqueſt, by connecting unſupport- 
ed claims to property with difference in religious 
opinions, and adding diſappointment in worldly 
concern to that enthuſiaſm which attaches itſelf 
to objects of a religious nature, or indeed to ob- 
jects: removed from our ſenſes, is, I know it, the 
fermenting principle by which Ireland has ang 
"0 been vexed and fretted. 


| ü SIR well warranted by hiſtori- 
cal and undoubted authority, ſtates, that James J. 
divided the lands forfeited by rebellion into 
three parts, two of which he diſtributed among the 
native Triſh, or degenerate Engliſh, the remaining 
part he beftowed on new ſettlers from Scotland and 
Eng land; in other places he diftributed half of 
thoſe lands to the old poſſelſors, the other half to 


3 N. 
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new ſettlers, (ſee page 158.) This ſtatement is 
fully confirmed by Clarendon in his hiſtory of the 
Iriſh Revenue. The lands were divided info 
« three portions, there was reſerve to the King, 
or every thouſand acres, 5. 6s. 8d. for what 
ce was planted by Britiſh tenants, 81. from thoſe 
« planted with Iriſh, who were to erect build- 
inge, and 101. 13s. 4d. from ſuch as were planted 
« by natives who were not obliged to build, thewhole 
* amount of the crown rents is, 14,8001; per an- 

the average amountof the rent received,” 
G g extent into conſideration, is t wo- pence 
per acre, and thus aſcertains the total number of 
acres planted and divided to be 1,776,000 very 


little more than one-half of Ulſter : of this two- 
thirds, or in the loweſt computation one-half, was 


granted to Iriſi natives or degenerate Engliſh, ſo 
that the utmoſt extent at that time acquired by 
the Britiſh and Scottiſh adventurers was the other 
half, 850,000 acres, or conſiderably leſs than a 
million of acres : to ſuppoſe that in the ſhort 
lapſe of time, a period at the utmoſt of thirty 
years, which intervened between this arrange- 
ment, and the rebellion of 1641, that men, 

| | whoſe 


(9%) 


whoſe capital and ptevinkiea, muſt have been 
employed in the improvement of their newly-ac- 
quired eſtates, the erection of buildings, the 
cares of ſubdividing and encloſing, ſhould. have 
been able to purchaſe, and veſt in themſelves, the 
other half of Ulſter, which we have ſeen had 


not been forfeited, as well as the two-thirds of | 
| thoſe forfeitures, which had been granted to the 
N. atrves, or degenerate Engliſh, ſo as thereby to 


excite in the latter two claſſes a diſguſt, which, 


the Doctor ſays, was among the moſt ſerious 
cauſes of the ſubſequent rebellion, acquires L 
muſt own, a higher opinion than I entertain of, 
the talents and induſtry of the adventurers, to, 
ames had alotted the other third of. the 
forfeitures; and I believe that upon conſidera- 
tion, it will appear equally incredible to moſt of 


whom J. 


my readers. Now, as the Doctor admits, - that 
previous to the rebellion of Tyrone, Proteſtaniſm 


North of Ireland, and that, from what is here 
ſtated, it appears, that the poſſeſſion of ſomething 
leſs than a million of Iriſh acres was the conſe- 


nn of that rebellion, f forming but one- third 
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9 | a Uiſter, and not one-twelfth of Ireland, it re- 


me mains to conſider, what were in this view the 
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. conſequences of the rebellion of 1641. 
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1 In the courſe of that rebellion, orignating not 
I | ' as Dr. Duigenan aſſerts in the unſocial tendency 
N | | N 

„ of the Roman Catholic religion, but in a variety 


of political cauſes, which it is not now our ob- 
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* . ject to inveſtigate, during which, as often hap- 
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| 8 pens, each party was alternately in the wrong; the 
ll! I N greater part of Ireland became a prey to the 
| | horrors of the moſt ſavage civil Conte. Its uſu- 
al followers, peſtilence and famine, rendered it, 
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Ui! 1 perhaps, the moſt unfortunate country, which 
"it | | oY did ever exiſt, inhabited by the human race; and 
one would be tempted to ſuppoſe a ſcene too de- 
| i 5 | ſolate for human contention. I cannot here 
it { refrain from placing before the eyes of my read- 

=_—_ - eradeſcription of it, by an eye witneſs: About 

118 TEST POPE © the year 1652 and 1653, the plague and famine | 


. * 
Wien ne Yep 


„% had ſo ſwept” away whole countries, that a 
“ man might travel twenty or thirty miles, and 
not ſee a living creature, either man, beaſt, 
or bird, they being all dead, or had quitted 
= — deſolate places. Our ſoldiers, (Crom- 
: well's) 
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well's) would tell ſtories of the places where 
they ſaw a ſmoak, it was fo rare to ſee either 


ſmoak by day, or fire or candle by night ; and 
when we did meet with two or three poor ca- 


bins, none but very aged men and women and 


children, and thoſe with the prophet might 


have complained, (we are become as a bottle 


in the ſmoak, our ſkin is black like an oven, 


becauſe of the terrible famine) were found in 
them. I have feen thoſe miſerable creatures, 


plucking ſtinking carrion, out of a ditch, black 
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and rotten, and have been credibly informed, 


that they have digged corpfes out of the ground 


to eat ; but the moſt tragical ſtory I. ever heard 


was from an officer commanding a party of 


horſe, who hunting for tories (Iriſh) in a dark 


night diſcovered a light, which they ſuppoſed 


to be a fire, which the tories uſually made i in 


theſe waſte countries to dreſs their proviſions, 


and warm themſelyes ; but drawing near, they 


found it a ruined cabin, and beſetting it round, 


ſome did alight and peep in at the window, 


where they ſaw a great fire of wood, and a 
company of miſerable old women and children, 
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« ſitting round it, and betwixt them and the fire 
4 a dead corpſe lay broiling, which, as the fire 
„ . . roaſted, they cut off collops and eat.“ / Colo- 
1 nel Laurences Intereft of Ireland, ſecond part, 
page 86-87). Such was the ſtate of Ireland in 
1 1652; that ſuch is not its condition at the preſent 
day 3 GEN TRT, PESANTRY, OF IRELAND YOU 
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Wl! ARE INDEBTED TO MARqQui1s CORNWALLIS ! 


1 | After the overthrow of the king's govern- 
wi mwmient in England; and in Ireland, of the adhe- 
Bll! rents to his ſon, fighting under the command of 
| 0 5 the duke of Ormond, and afterwards under that 
of Clanricard, Cromwell did ſucceed in mak- 


Hl ing a conqueſt of the country. He reſerved the 
il | EL Oe province of Munſter to himſelf, {See Clarendon's 
i if =: Le, page and portioned out a great part 
| 1 Io of the remainder among the Engliſh ſubſcribers, 
1 called adventurers, his end, and ſoldiers. 
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Wo | | The claims of theſe ſeveral perſons, as well as 
Wi! - of ſuch of the natives as had an oportunity of 
proving their innocence, were the object of two 
famous acts of Parliament, ſubſequent to the reſ- 
toration of Charles the ſecond. I ſhall not here 
dwell on the juſtice or policy of thoſe acts, nor 
1 inquire 
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{ W@ 9 
inquire into the degree of durability or reſent- 
ment they may have occaſioned; but followng 
Clarendon, who informs us that Quit rents 


arofe from the forfeitures of 1641, and were fixed 
by the acts of ſettlement and explanation (Car. IT. 


Self 4. C. 2. and 17,18. Car. II. Seff, 5. C.2.) they 
were "reſerved acreably upon all the eftates for- 


feited by that rebellion, and granted by the Crown 


to adventurers, ſoldiers, and holders of debentures ; 


and alſo out of ſuch lands as having been ſeized 
purſuant ta the decrees of the Court of Claims, 


or upon lands given to them and others, as re- 


prifals for eftates ' retained : ' the  quit-rents 


annually amount to about 50,8401; theſe rents 


were rated as follows, Leinſter 3d. Munſter 21d. 1 


ger 2d. and Connaught 14d. See Clareudon's 
Hiſtory of Triſh Revenue, 


Taking extent into conſideration, the rates "of 
may be conſidered as an average of 2 d. per 
acre, and thus aſcertains the extent of all thoſe 
grants to amount to 5, 230,000 Iriſh acres, diſtri- 
buted between Proteſtants and reſtored claim- 
ants. If we allow to the latter 723,000 acres, 
there 1 will remain four million and a half acres, for 
Proteſtant 
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( 38 ) 
Proteſtant adventurers and ſoldiers; this together 
with the acquiſition in Ulſter, under James the 
firſt, would form a total of 5,3 50,000 acres ; and 


it might perhaps be alleged that large tracts in 
Munſter had been forfeited in conſequence of 


Deſmonde's rebellion, and were granted by 
Queen Elizabeth, which would: ſtill encreaſe the 
quantity here mentioned. We have, however, 


poſitive, and not conjectural authority, relating 
to the extent of landed property poſſeſſed by Pro- 


teſtants in the laſt century. It is accurately and 


minutely ſtated by Colonel Laurence, that, ſub- 
ſequent to the act of | ſettlement, it amounted lo 


4,560,037. See Laurence's State of Ireland. 


But adopting the term of five millions of acres, 


it is exactly one half of chat quantity ſtated 
by Dr. Duigenan to appertain to them at that 
period, being five-twelfths, and not. five Artis of 
the land of Ireland. dee Duigenan. 


In order to refute the farther aſſumption of the 


Doctor, that, by the Means above mentioned, al- 


moſt the whole landed property in Ireland be- 


came veſted in e e in 1692. It i is in- 


cumbent | 
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cumbent upon me to ſhew the extent of forfeitures Oo 1 Ks. 


which followed the war of 1666. = 


Here Tmuſt own that IJ have not before me ſour- _ _ 
ces of ſuch exact information as thoſe I have hither- 1 


to been able to adduce in proof, and muſt confide to 
the only guide near me, the journals of the Engliſh 
| Houſe of Commons. In a report made to them, * 
by commiſſioners appointed for the purpoſe of - Ee . mM 1 
aſcertaining the value and diſpoſing — , ; | 7 "= 

feitures, I find that, after a very minute inveſti- 9 
gation, which the nature of their concluſion ſhews 
them tohave made, they aſcertain the annual in- 
come of eſtates to be C. 72,490, er. of tenants 
and reverfionary intereſts, dower, mortgages, Kc. 
L. 20, 207 fler. they value at C. I, O53, 528 the total. 
(Engliſh Commons Journals, 1701-2). To the 185 
. 92,697, of annual income thus aſcertained, I 

will add £.7,303 being uncertain whether ſome 

few grants, upon which (. 25, OOO had been raiſed 

by government, were included in the firſt ſche- 

dule: This is for the ſake of round numbers and 


makes in favour of the argument of my antagoniſt. | 
be oc a6 20 hor} Hauer vfag0.5 Ons 
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One hundred thouſand pounds annual income. 
arifing-out of land, at two ſhilling per acre, in 
which two ſhillings have been included the te- 


nants intereſt, give us one million of acres, as 
the extent of land producing that income: this 
average rent is, I think, under the price, but 1 
bave not now the authority by me, at which 1 
have ſeen theſe lands rated ; the higher 1 rent wo 
go to diminiſh the number of acres, Let us 
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now conſider how the matter ſtood at the begin- 
Wi ning of this century: according to Mr. Laurence,in 
1662, the Proteſtants were poſſeſſed of 4,560,037 


Triſh acres, and they acquired one million of 


1 5 acres under King William: 
1 : According to my much 3 admif. 3 
i | 


| 5 ſion, they got under James, — 350,000 
1 5 . Under Cromwell, confirmed by Char- 4 
. les the ſecond, — 4,500,000 
—_ Under William,  — 1000000 
8 Vrtmoſt total. — 6350000 
16064 : or about 8 of Irvland, Is. Di Duigenan 
l [i 5 warranted from theſe proofs to aſſert that almoſt 
| 3 all the landed properti was veſted in Proteſtants, 
"i in 1692 ? has he brought forward, or can he ad- 
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duce any thing which can impugn fs plain 4 
I think nearly concluſive evidence. 


I have attempted, by the minute examination 
of ſuch documents as I have before me, to dif- 
prove the aſſertions of the Doctor. I think 1 
owe to truth, and to my readers, to admit that 
miſtakes, even to a large amount, may exiſt in 
muy account, but none of ſuch magnitude as to 
warrant his eſtimates. It would have been ſuffi- 
cient, in order to refute him, to remark, that the 
whole province of Connaught, and the whole 
county of Clare, forming together a full fourth 
of Ireland, were almoſt excluſively granted as 
repriſals, or left to their Roman Catholic pro- 
prietors. Want of time, and of the neceſſary do- 
cuments, may lead me into error, but I will 
not wilfully be the cauſe of miſleading others, 
and ſhall therefore ſtate my reaſons for ſuppo- 
ſing, that in the extent I have given to the forfei- 

tures of the two rebellions I may be ſome- 
what under the exact truth. Colonel Laurence 
probably reſted his knowledge of the extent of 
the forfeitures upon a communication to him of 
G the 


. 


the Down Survey, which we have already ſhewn 
to be too contracted; in the next place, a ſmall part 


of the quit- rents were granted to favourites, and 


conſequently do not appear in the hiſtory of the 
| Iriſh revenue, from which I have taken my ac- 
count of the number of acres forfeited ; waſte 
lands may not have been taken into account; and 
I find that near 600,000 acres of that deſcription 
were claimed by adventurers and ſoldiers, as be- 


1 | 5 longing to the eſtates granted to them; and final 
ary | DE — ly, hiſtoriansof both ſides ſpeak of theſe forfeitures 


as of greater extent, without giving any autho- 


rity for their opinion: on the other hand, the 

authority of Leland would lead us to a contrary 
conclufion, I have ſhewn that in Ulſter, a com- 
A = poſition was paid for upwards of one million ſe- 
ven hundred thouſand acres; Leland ſays, the 


et : Ar eſcheated counties in Ulſter amounted to 500,000 


acres ; from this apparent contradiction, as well 
as the following circumſtances, that there were 
but two hundred undertakers in the whole planta- 


BY 5 tons of Ulfter, (ſee Harris's Hibernica, fol. 131) 


as well as from my own knowledge of ſeveral 
landed properties in thoſe very counties, which 


never 


6 8. } 


never have been forfeited, I ſhould almoſt be 
tempted to ſtate an opinion, that few, except 


the properties of the great lords, or their imme- 
diate dependents, were abſolutely efcheated, and 
that many of the ſmall proprietors were al- | — 
lowed to compound ; taking Patents from the | | - A 
Crown. : Dig De ; M 


It is not the buſineſs of this inquiry to fix the 
exact limits, or extent of landed property, placed 
in the hands of Proteſtants, by the ſlow and cruel 
operation of the penal code, or the policy of de- 
ſtroying, as much as is in the power of Goyern- 
ment, an identity of feeling on religious ſubjects, 
between the maſs of property and of perſons. 1 
have ſhewn that three rebellions, followed by 
immenſe, and till rivalled by French anarchiſts, ON 
unparalleled confiſcation, had wreſted from the 5 
Catholic inhabitant but one-half of his native 
ſoil: I cannot be induced to ſuppoſe, as aſſerted 
by Dr. Duigenan, that in leſs than a century, from 
1692 to 1777, the operation of any ſyſtem, not 
of plunder, but of law, could deprive them of 
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twenty-four parts out of twenty-five, of that 
which was left to them, and to which they ſhould, 
in the common calculation of human paſſions 
have clung with an increaſed attachment, and 
an anxiety ſtill heightened by the impoſſibility of 
their re-purchaſing it, if once alienated ; I there- 


fore do not heſitate to ſay, that it is not proved 


that the allowance of one-fiftieth part of the 
landed property of the nation to the Mare of Iriſh 
Romaniſts, at the preſent day is rather too great. 


— Duigenan, page 245. Wiſhing to ſubſtitute 
ſome quantity, ſome relative proportion, in lieu 
of that of the Doctor thus diſproved; and to 


make full allowance for that acceſſion to Proteſ- 
tant wealth, which has been occaſioned by the 
conformity to the religion of the ſtate, of many 
of its nobleſt families, the O'Neils, Butlers, 
Talbots, Dillons, > &c. ; by the immerſion of 
ſmall landed eſtates into larger maſſes, which 
is the natural conſequence of our laws of 
Primogeniture, and our partly Ariſtocratic con- 
ſtitution; as well as by the inveſtment in 
land of all thoſe Ntunen which have been 


acquired 
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aquired by ſervice in the army or navy, prefer- 


ment in church or revenue, profeſſional ability 
in law ; from which ſources of wealth the Ro- 


man Catholics for a century have been ex- 
cluded : but, not having before me ſufficient 


materials for ſuch an approximation as I ſhould 


wiſh to give to the public, as the reſult of my 


own inquiry; I will, for the remainder of this 


eſſay, adopt that of the Author of Arguments for 


and againſt an Union, who aſſumes, that the 


Catholic does not poſſeſs more than one part in 


ten of the fee of the lands of Ireland. We are 


too frequently led to conclude, from inſufficient 
premiſes, in favour of our own opinion; but as I 


am here upholding the opinion of another, and 


need not therefore dread that reproach, I will fay, 


that I more willingly yield my aſſent to this pro- 


portion, becauſe it, in a great meaſure, tallies with 


the ſituation of property in that part of Ireland 
with which I am beſt acquainted. 


Another, and more arduous taſk remains, It 
not only requires the expoſition of the miſtakes 
of Dr. Dulgey8ts; but involyes a queſtion of very 

difficult 
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difficult ſolution, namely, the relative proportion 
exiſting in a given country, between the capital 


had by one claſs of ſociety, by the poſſeſſion of 


the fee of the land, and the capital poſſeſſed by 


another part of the ſame ſociety, the employ of 
which creates the former; or in other words, the 


relative proportion between the neceſſary diſ- 


burſements to create produce, and the overplus 


value of that produce, both multiplied into capi- 


tal. In no ſtate does the poſſeſſion of the fee of 


the land become anf exact gauge of the property 
of the ſubject, nor the nominal poſſeſſion of acres, 
the meaſure of the riches of the individual per- 


ſon; were it otherwiſe, our Ruſſells and Caven 


diſhes, heirs to the rich domains of Woburn and 


| Chatſworth, would fink in confequence, when 


compared with the Orlows and Italiſkois, to 


whom the magnificence of an Afiatic ſovereign 


| has made grants, not meaſured by the chain of 


the ſurveyor, but traced by degrees of latitude 


through the ſavage plains of Tobolſkoi, Siberia, 


or Kamtſchatſka. It ſeems to be a decree of 
that inviſible and all powerful agent, who uſes 
human means and human paſſions to work as 
with 


(47 ) 


with the baſeſt tools the higheſt and wiſeſt ends, 


that in every country à partnerſhip ſhould exiſt 
between the owner of the ſoil and the hand that 
tills it; thus inſuring from a conviction of ſelf- 


intereſt, the protection of the higheſt to the low- 


eſt orders in the ſtate. The produce of the earth 


is the reward of the patient endeavour of the 
peaſant, it is the drop of ſweat which falls from 
his brow that fertiliſes it, and makes it capable of 


bearing thoſe fruits to which he, together with 


the owner, are entitled ; their right is equal to 
an unequal ſhare of the growth. This conſtitutes 
in the peaſantry of every country a property in- 
dependent of that of the landlord, which, to- 


gether with the expences that attend cultivation, 
abſorbs the difference of value between that 


price, which, the objects fattened or grown 
reach at the public market, and the ſum which 1s 


paid as rent. 


It would be very eaſy to ſupport this aſſertion 
of mine, THAT PERSONS ARE PROPERTY IN 
EVERY STATE, by the authority of many writers; 
See Political A rithmetic of Sir W. Petty ; Smith's 


1 | ö Wealth 
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Wealth of Nations, Ke. But I ſhall content my- 
felf with ſtating, that it has the ſupport of the 
ableſt financier this country ever knew. Mr. Pitt, 
in his ſchedule of taxable income, rates at eight 
millions, that which is derived from the ſmall trades 
of maſon, carpenter, &.: theſe profits, conſtituting 
income, are certainly leſs independent of the land- 
lord's rent than the wages and ſavings of labour in 
agricultural purſuit: when the former do not ariſe 
out of objects whoſe completion encreaſes the 
quantity of produce of the earth but from objects, 
either of convenience or ornament, they might 


be conſidered, not as part of a new capital, but 


only an inveſtment, in a new manner, of part of 


that capital which had already been taken into 
account, namely, the chattel property of the 


country. Now as I do conceive, that, in a con- 


ſideration of relative wealth, all income muſt be 


conſidered as multiplyable, by different numbers 
I admit, into capital ; ſo muſt I conclude that 
the annual expence of labour, which is the pro- 
perty of the arms which effect it, and which is 
unrepreſented either in landlord's, rent or te- 
nant's profit, but exiſts independent of both, and 


| wh ich, 
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which previous to their exiſtence. abſorbs a great 
ſhare of the produce of the earth, muſt equally 
be conſidered as multiplyable into capital. This 


may be conſidered as that part of the national 
wealth exiſting in the perſons of any country 1 
independent of the moveable property, live or 


dead ſtock, they may otherwiſe poſſeſs; and 


in the general ſtock of the community may be 
rated at the value of thoſe commodities which 
they have conſumed. Without the exiſtence 
of this capital, the value of individual. perſons, 
it would nat be warrantable to ſay, that the 
population of a ee was the wealth of the 
ſtate. This idea is not ſo familiar to us as 
i it. ought to be, from this reaſon - that in the 
comparative eſtimates: of wealth of one country 
with another, it ſeldom needs be taken into 


account; the mention of reſpective population 


is a faint eee of i it; moreover, the quantity 
of that ſpecies of labour neceſſary to produce the 
objects. of firſt growth, which are either ; con- 
ſomed or exchanged being nearly the ſame in 


moſt European climates, the value of that labour, 


like equal quantities at each fide of an equation, 
may be effaced without deſtroying the exiſting 


H relations 


85 
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relations either of equality or proportion, But 
obſerve how the caſe is altered when new 
circumſtances occur, and what a feature this 
ſame property forms in the eſtimate of a Weſt 
Indian eſtate. It is the whole value of the 
negroes on the eſtate, I do not mean to aſſert, 
that in Ireland it bears the ſame proportion to the 
total value of the eſtate; that relation muſt vary 
=” with the value produced by the labour, the paſt 
„ | = expence of rearing man to talent, maturity, 8c. 
4 ' | | ö and many other circumſtances ; but I mean to ſay, 
1 5 OS, that the peaſantry, in every country, where they 
| J £ - are no longer ſerfs, or ſubject to vaſlalage, are, 
| ; | in ſuch country, proprietors of that ſhare of the 
national capital, which, in the Weſt Indies, con- 
ſiſts of the value of the perſons of the negroes. 
: In the common expreſſion, that a man's life is 
HI . | valuable to his family; in the circumſtance of 
| N | | ys recruiting for the army or navy, we ſeem tqygd- 
KY - mit it; the bounty paid on thoſe occaſions 
2 appears to me to be the purchaſe, for a certain 
number of years, of that property which the 
individual has in his own life; in countries 
where ſervitude and vaſſalage are but modified, 


and 
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and not aboliſhed, this does not obtain, and the 
peaſant remains ſubje& to military conſcription 
without any indemnity. Were other arguments 
neceſſary to prove it; is not the traffic of Iriſh- 

men, ſelling themſelves, for A certain nber of 
, years, to the captain of a ſhip, on condition of 
| being taken out to America, and there receiving 
ſome ſhare of the price ſtipulated for their labour, 

a proof, beyond reply, that, ſince they can fell it, 
they do poſleſs a property in themſelves, and in 

the exertion of thoſe faculties with which the 
Almighty has endowed them? I feel that I bave 
been diffuſe on this ſubje&, but it is from a 
ſentiment that the value of perſons is not ſuf- | - 
ficiently felt in Ireland; and in the hopes that 1 
it may induce ſome few to think that the 
| landlords of that country are deeply concerned 
in the preſervation and improvement of the lower 
orders, who form a great part of the riches, as well 
as of the frength, of every country. It is, however, 
eaſier, in an inquiry into the nature and extent 
of the capital of a country, and its relative ſub- 

| diviſion, to refute the errors of another, than to 
ſubſtitute to them exact and demonſtrable truth. 

1 2 Il have 


( 32 ) 
I have thought it neceſſary where the property 


of one claſs of ſubjects is put into compariſon 
with that of another claſs, to ſtate that, among 
the latter, there appears to me to exiſt a great 
maſs of property which has never been taken 
into account; and which, in the inſtance before 
us, muſt be placed on the Catholic ſide of the 
queſtion, not in toto undoubtedly, but in that 
guantum by which it exceeds property in the 
Proteſtant community of the ſame nature. How. 
ever, leaſt any value I ſhould give to it might 
ſeem fanciful and become a ſubje&t of cavil 
and objection, I ſhall, after afcertaining it in ſome 
meaſure, content myſelf with calling it as alge- 
briſts do the unknown quantity X, to which, 
as ſuits the -inclination of my readers, a greater 
or ſmaller or no value, may be given. Sir W. 
Petty did conſider that each man, woman, and 
child, in England, was worth 80l.; in Ireland 
we ſhall ſuppoſe them worth but 40l. which 
eſtimate is founded upon the ſame calculation 
as that of Sir W. Petty; namely, the value of the 
overplus of ſubſiſtence, above rent, and intereſt 
* e,, gw alan tut 
It 


It is however proper, before I enter into any 
farther calculation of the chattel property of 
Ireland, to diſprove the aſſertion of the Doctor, 
by his own authority, and ſhew in this inſtance; 
as I have in others, that his premiſes do not 
Warrant his concluſion. Upon the ſmall. ſhare! 
which the Catholics ſubſcribed: to à fund, for 
forming a national bank; and to a eircumſtance 
which I think inexactly ſtated, namely, that, 
lince the year 1782, lands, which were then at 23 
years purchaſe, have now ſunk to 18; he reſts his 
proof of the propoſition; that the per/onal.property 
of the Roman Catholic is not. one-twentieth of that 
poſſeſſed by: the Proteftant—See page 246. 


Is it not, ſufficient/to remark that the Roman 
Catholic purchaſer, coming into the land market 
with his money, could not be the cauſe of a fall in 
the value of land? which is the fact aſſerted by 
Dr. D. ; had he ſhewn that lands had not riſen 
above one year's purchaſe, it might lead to 
ſome inference ; but, if they have fallen, it muſt 
ſo evidently be the effect of other cauſes, that 
it can neither make for or againſt his argument. 
Might 
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Might not it be ſuppoſed, with more truth, that 
the extenſion of Iriſh trade, ſince the memorable 
ra of 1782, requiring a greater inveſtment of 
capital to carry it on, has been the cauſe of this 
ſtagnation in the value of land; but I feel that 
the admiſſion was not to be expected from the 
Doctor, who having ſtated that much of the 
commercial concerns of the country were in the 


hands of the Roman Catholics, ' would have 


furniſhed us with an argument againſt their com- 
parative poverty. Thus is he reduced to the 


lonely inference he can draw from the bank ſub- 
| ſcription, is he thence warranted in his con 


cluſion? He himſelf aſſerts, page 245, that in 
that inſtance they ſubſcribed one-tenth, namely, 
60,0001. This could not be to obtain the do- 


minion in a corporation, which, either by its 


charter or bye-laws, I now forget which, excludes 
Roman Catholics from having any ſhare in its 


| direction; moreover it is within the recollection 
of many, if many can be tempted to give any 


attention to theſe pages, that the object of inſti- 


: tuting that bank was to prop the credit of govern- 
. whoſe ſcevrities for 1007. bearing 4 per 


cent. 
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cent intereſt, had ſunk ſo low. as 88; at period 
when Ireland did not owe more than the 
part of its actual debt, or one milfion' Reeling. 
Theſe debentures; as they are there called, were 

tobe taken at par in the bank fubſcription. It 
came an object of ſpeculation, among the per- 
ſons acquainted with the principles on which 
the bank was to be ereQed, and who were in 
the confidence of government, from which the 
Roman Catholics were excluded, to monopoliſe 
the greateſt amount they could of a ſtock, which 
offered ſuch advantages as the ſecurity of the 
ſtate, connected with the moſt lucrative of 


trades, ſecured with peculiar advantage by 


charter. It ſeems to me more ſingular, that ſo 
large a ſhare of their looſe caſh ſhould have 


been turned into this channel; and we find that 


in an attempt in the year 1719 to eſtabliſh a 
bank, it failed from a want of concurrence on 
their part ; thus proving at once two points 
denied by the Doctor; their competency to aid 

the government and their willingneſs to do it 


But for a moment were we to admit this ſub- 


. to be che faireſt meaſure of their per- 
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fonal property, it will follow that it conſtitutes 
one-tenth, and not one-twentieth, of that of the 
Proteſtants; and is in the ſame ratio as that eſtab- 
liſhed by .the Author of Arguments for and aguinſt 
an Union, for their ſhare in the fee of the land. 
However, it appears to me hardly credible, 
that the ſame exaggerated proportion which 
has been eſtabliſhed by immenſe confiſcation 
in that ſpecies of property called land, can be 
ſuppoſed to exiſt in property of every other 
deſcription, in the acquiſition of which the in- 


duſtry of five muſt be ſuppoſed to cope with the 
induſtry of two. We muſt reflect that it muſt 


have coſt the Proteſtant immenſe ſums of money, 


or the diſburſement of that capital which is now 


the , ſubject of : conſideration, ? to purchaſe from 
the Catholic, ſince the year 1692, that portion 


of land which forms the difference between what 


he then poſſeſſed, namely, five-tenths, and that 
to which, according to the authority uboue, he is 
now reduced one-tenth, being four-tenths of all 


Ireland ;—that this value muſt in ſome meaſure. 


have become the "oy of the Catholic. 
whether 
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whether expended | with extravagance, or 
hoarded with care; and that as the relative 
difference of property in land encreaſed, ſo muſt 
the relative difference of chattel property dimi- 
ich, in as much as the price of the former muſt, 


if not deſtroyed, be inyeſted in the latter. But 


if it ſhould be in my power, to ſhew that the 
Doctor's computation of the Roman Catholic pro- 
perty all together does not yield them that ſhare 


of the national capital, which it is almoſt demon- 


ſtrable they poſſeſs in the intereſt ariſing from 
land, I preſume it will be the beſt refutation his 
argument is capable of receiying, and leads us 
into an inquiry not totally devoid of intereſt; the 
value of the pationa) rn of Ireland. 


Wo OF 11 we enter into 
the conſideration. of the value of the Iriſh capital 
in land, or of its ſubdiviſion, as belonging to Pro- 
teſtant or Catholic, which 1s an object worth in- 
quiry, only, in as much as it overthrows the ex- 
travagant aſſertions of Doctor Duigenan, it will 
be right to ſee whether any means exiſt of gueſ- 
ſing at the value of the total capital of that coun- 

" try, 
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try, a ſuject admit of much difficulty; and ſo per: 
plexing, that I ſhould hardly venture to attempt it, 
hadnot the road been opened tome by men of the 
very firſt ability f inboth countries, and poſſeſſed of 
the fulleſt means of information upon every thing 
relating to them. In the late debate in the Iriſh 
Parliament, on the Union propoſed, and of which 
the ſpecific terms were at that time ſubmitted to 
the Iriſh Commons by Lord Caſtlereagh, ground- 
in 8 the proof of his aſſertion; on a review of the ex- 
ports and imports of Great Britain and Ireland, for 
che laſt three years, as well as upon the conſump- 
tion in both countries of certain exciſeable objects, 
he aſſumes that ſeven and a half to one, is the juſt 
ratio of the ability of Great Britain to that of 
Ireland. It i is not the object of this eſſay, either 
to 9 or refute that ſtatement; but conſider- 
ing the capital, of each country to be in the ex- 
act ratio of that ability, we may from an eſtimate 
of Engliſh capital, be led to approximate the va- 
lue of that wang oa e to Treland.. 


Mr. Pitt, in his ſpeech on the income-tax 
(1798,) eſtimates at forty-nine millions annually 


+ 4 
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the income ariſing out of land, payable as rent, 
tithe, and'tenant's profit. When we find it admit- 
ted, that by the effect of that act, from whoſe 
decimal operation many of the ſmall farmers are 


totally exempted, four millions have been receiy- 


ed from land in the year 1799, we ſhall be ſa- 


tisfied that the eſtimate 3 is within bounds; ; 


. Multiplying that part of it, which conſtitutes 


the landlords rent, twenty-five millions, by twenty- 
eight, we ſhall have Jeven hundred millions; 


And ſurely, when an annilty charged on land, 
. (the land- tax) is ſold at twenty-five years purchaſe, 
though not ſuſceptible of any encreaſe, an im- 
proveable eſtate will not appear over rated at 
twenty-eight years , ; 


The profit ariſing to tenantry, requiring a facri- 
ice of time, and ſome riſks ſhould be valued ſome- 
what lower, ſay twenty-five years purchaſe, and 
nineteen millions by twenty-five,” will give us 
— hundred and ſeventy-five millions ; 


"Whilſt the tithes, being that ſpecies of pro- 
pery moſt likely to encreaſe from the extenſion of 
12 improve- 
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improvement, ſhould be rated ſomewhat higher, 


or at 30 years purchaſe, five millions, by thirty, 
will give one A and fifty millions. 


Canals, mines, foreſts, or timber not yielding ing 
more than three per cent, after deduction of the 
very heavy expences they occalion, may be 
rated at one hundred millions ; 5 

Whilſt houſes, admitted to be rated very low 
as yielding an annual income of fix millions, may 
be ſuppoſed to yield an annual intereſt of fix per 
cent. which will ſuppoſe them to form a capital 


of one hundred millions. 


The capital in foreign trade, Mr. Pitt eſtimates _ 


from the inſurance at eighty millions fterling. 


Mr. Pitt eſtimates at one hundred and twenty 
millions the capital veſted in home trade, but as 


I preſume that he includes the objects of ſub- 


ſiſtence, which form a part of what I call agri- 
cultural capital, namely, cattle, ſheep, .corn, I 
ſhall only rate it here as fexly millions. 


The Miniſter's average of one-eighth of 


theſe objects, as the capital of Scotland, will 
give 
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And finally, the dead ſtock, cattle,corn, utenſils, 
of huſbandry employed in the cultivation of ſixty. 
million of acres in Great Britain, cannot be rated- 


at leſs than two pounds ten ſhillings per acre, as. 
it evidently includes at all times near a year's 
conſumption, one hundred and fifty millions. 
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Reſuming theſe tee. 


Landlords rent, 25 millions by 28, 700,000,000 


% > 


* 


Tenants profit, 19 — by 25, 475,000,000 
Tithe, _— þ by 30, 150,000,000 
Mines, Canals, &c. $ vieing " 88 

Pere... — — 100,000,000 
Houſes, do. 6 yielding 6 per cent, 100,000,000 
Foreign Trade employing, 2 $0,000,000 
Agricultural Capital — 150,000,000 
Capital of Scotland — — 208,000,000 
Total, C. 2.028, 000,000 
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Thus we may ſafely conclude, that the wealth 
of Great Britain, amounts to the enormous ſum 
of two thouſand millions of pounds fterting, if 
to this we were to add the value of perſons, even 
at che low value put upon them a century ago, 
by Sir Wm. Petty, the national capital would be 
near three thouſand millions. OT 


R $I 


It may be ſomewhat out of its place to rematk, 
but I truſt to the indulgent feelings the obſerva- 
tion may create, that, taking the national debt 
at 500 millions, THIS PUBLIC FORTUNE, 18, AS 
YET ONLY. 'PLEDGED FOR ONE QUARTER oF 


178 VALUE: : "moreover, this debt i is in diminu- 
tion of the public fortune, only in as much as 


foreigners poſſeſs any ſhare in our funds; ; any fa- 


mily colleQively will not be leſs rich, becauſe the 
eſtate of the elder brother, the landed proprie- 


tor, is mortgaged to his brothers and liſters for the 
nm of . e fortunes. - 


1 a” net be difficult to ſhew chart the ex- 
Ft of that debt, to a certain amount, and 
transferable as its aliguot parts are with a facili- 
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ty which imparts to them all the real advantages 9 
of currency, without enhancing che price of l. 
bour or proviſions in a higher ratio, than that * 1 
which intereſt bears to principal, is among the 
moſt powerful cauſes of the flouriſhing ſtate of 2 „ > ol 
Great Britain; were it not for the fluidity, if I | | OY 0 | 
may be allowed to uſe the expreſſion, imparted Ft. 1 ; 8 j | 
to it by the nature of its debt, che pondrous =o 1 
maſs of Britiſh wealth, muſt remain | inert and „„ 5 | i 
inactive, into which it would be equally diff | —ꝑ— ns 
cult to inveſt the ſmall profits of mercantile en- „ 
deavour, or again make them ſerve the gi igantic 
efforts of the ſtate. It would, like ſome ſubſtan- 
ces, remain a dead lump, under the action of the 
fierceſt fire, till the flight mixture of a ſolyent 
gives life, action, and brilliancy to the metal, al- Y RET 
lows it to mould itſelf into any forms, and ren- | i | Ll; 
ders it equally fit to exhibit the agility of Mer- | = 
cury, or the ſtrength of Hercules : but mew | 13 H 
conſiderations would take a volume. Let us re- 4 
turn to poorlreland, A Tron 916 2nd} ans 
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The forte of the 1 of Toad hou bow 
ſtated by Mr. Young i in 17 80 at ſix millions ſter- 


i: 8 
—- | 2 


| 9 


* 
o 
t 
: 
1 


„ 6 
ling. In a manuſcript memorial, which I have 
ſeenannexed to Colonel Valancey's military map 
of that country, it is rated at the ſame ; I know 


not whether they are diſtinẽt authorities, but am 
inclined to think ſo; we may fairly preſume that 


the improvement of the laſt twenty years has 
corrected any exaggeration, if any did obtain, 


| after the very minute inquiry of that 1 ingenious 


writer; and I am induced to ſtate here ſome 


reaſons for adhering to his eſtimate. By A compa- 


riſon of the average produce of the land, through 
ſeveral. parts of England and Ireland, Mr. 


Voung, with great appearance of accuracy, 


aſſerts, that from defect of tillage, backwardneſs 


in agricultural knowledge, inſufficient capital, 
badneſs of climate, &c. the produce of Triſh 


| and, is, to the produce of Engliſh land, as two is 


to five. It appears to me, that the rents in each 
country are ſs abſolutely dependent on pro- 
duce, that there muſt be a ſtrong affinity between 
theſe relations —Now Mr. Pitt eſtimates the 
landlord's rental in England at 126, 6d. per acre, 


and the valuation I have taken from Young, 


when 


when coupled with the extent of Ireland, as 


demonſtrated, page 24, gives exactly five ſhil- 
lings per Engliſh acre, being in the ſame 
proportion to Engliſh rent, which Mr. Young 
aſſerts does exiſt between the produce of the land 


in either country. In order to make this more 


intelligible, let us ſubſtitute numerical quan- | 


tities; 24 millions of acres, yielding ſix millions 
ſterling, is exactly five ſhillings an acre ; ; the 
fame quantity at Engliſh rent 12s, 6d. would be 
exactly 15 millions; ; or in the exact ratio of the 
ſuppoſed produce 6 ,000, 000: 15 ,000, 0001. as 5s. 
is to 125. 6d. This rental multiplied by twenty, 


the average rate of purchaſe, gives one hundred | 


and twenty million. pounds fterl. as the value of 


the eſtate in fee poſſeſſed by the landlord, in the 
ſoil of Ireland. 


The profits of the tenant, which f in England 5 
Mr. Pitt rates at three-fourths of the rent yielded N 


to the landlord, do not ſeem to me in Ireland 


to be entitled to ſo high a value; in the former 


country, England, that claſs of men employing 
a larger capital, and encreaſed means, exact a 
greater proportion of the produce, as a reward for 


5 | their 
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holding beneficial leaſes, muſt be to the number 
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their time and attention, than is required by 
the Iriſh tenant —If we rate it at one half, it 
will be £.3,000,000 annually, I ſhall value it at 
16x years purchaſe, which I truſt will not - ſeem. 


exaggerated ; becauſe, although it is an intereſt 
which is fleeting in any individual tenant, yet is 


it permanent in the tenantry, and this will give 
us forty-nine millions ſterling. 


Remains, the tithe ; it is taken by Mr. Pitt 
in England at one-fifth of the rent of the land- 
lord, I will ſuppoſe it in | Ireland, where tithe 
of agyſtment is not taken, to be worth only 
one-tenth of Landlords rent, or ſix pence per 
acre, its produce £.600,000 multiplied by twen- 
ty, will give us a farther value of twelve mil- 


lions flerling. 


In attempting to aſcertain the relative ſhares of 
wealth of the Proteſtant and Roman Catholic, it 


might be fair to obſerve, that the number of 


Proteſtants, who are proprietors of the ſoil, muſt 


- diminiſh the number of Proteſtant tenants, and 


thence infer that the number of Catholic perſons, 


of 


e + + 
of Ptoteſtants ſeized of the ſame kind of property, r. Tl * "IA 
in a much higher ratio than that of Catholic tio | nn 
Proteſtant : wiſhing, however, in every inſtance, # 5 "mp „ | 
to calculate on the loweſt poſſible terms, and | . 13 5 g 5 5 
thus to aſcertain the minimum of the relationwhen | N „ 15 7 4 ' 
I cannot eſtabliſh it with preciſion ; I ſhall take | "6 "* 
it, that only five parts out of ſeven of that pro- 8 5 
perty is the property of the Roman Catholic—the 
moderation of this eftimate will be more obvious 

to every perſon acquainted with Ireland, and who 
will take the trouble to recollect the very ſmall 
number of freeholders in every county, previous 
to the year 1792, at which time the elective 
franchiſe, which had been taken from the Ro- 4 
man Catholics, under George the firſt, was re- 855 = 
ſtored to that body. I ſhall be guided by the 1 


ſame ratio in valuing their ſhare in other capitals. 
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We have already remarked that Lord Caſtle- 1 1 
reagh had grounded on the amount of imports | 1 
and exports, as well as on the conſumption of 
exciſeable articles, the ratio of ability of Ire- 
land to Great Britain, which he ſtates to be, as 
one is to ſeven and a half; adhering to this baſis we 
K 2 ſhall 
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ſhall find, that, the Capital of Ireland, "excluſive 
of the value of perſons, is only two hundred 
and 4h fix millions preg . 


| 
| 
| 


| | Sir W. Petty computing the annual expenditure 


of each individual for ſubſiſtence to be ſeven | 
| . pounds ſterling and multiplying thereby the num- 
| berof inhabitants, and from this ſum deduQting the 


r 


3 income of rent and profit of other capital, finds a 
certain ſum; this he multiplies by twenty, the 
value of the purchaſe of it, and the total thus 
obtained gives what he calls the value of perſons, 
which, being again divided by the Humber of 
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inhabitants in any country, gives the value of 


each individual perſon. I have proceeded. in a 


1 " K 88 
— — 


like manner, but have ventured to rate much 


e 


lower the expenditure of the individual than he 
did, even in 1662, and have only ſuppoſed it to 
be in Ireland five pounds per annum, and have 
chus obtained the ſum of one hundred and ſixty 
millions, as the value of perſons in Ireland, or 
40l. as the value of every individual. I ſhall 
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conſider the value of the capital of Ireland and 
ſub-diviſion, into Proteſtant and Roman Catholic 
property, 


1 


property, taking into account as well as leaving 
out of it the value of perſons. I have ſtated my 
reaſons for taking this value into account, but 


do not require its aid to ſnew how extrayagantly 


falſe the Dottor's computations are on that head. 


As we have found that the total pit | 
of Ireland is comprehended within £ * 


the ſum of ; 2286, 666,666 13 4 
Excluſively of that of perſons we ſhall 7 
find, adding the latter 160,000, 000 


That the total capital, or ea of the 
nation, will be - __, 426,666,666 


(Vale of perſons 160, 000, 000 


85 Val ue of the fee of land 120 ,000,000 | 


W ſubdiviſions will be 
7 Tea profit i in land 49,000,000 


\Tihes „ 8 1 2,000,000 | 


At bout + of Engliſh | | 8 . | Te 
objects of fame nature Houſes, Canals, Mines 30,000,000 
At 4 5 . | ; $5 1 | 

i Or watts ab Capital in foreign trade 10,000,000 
„„ (Capital in home trade 15, 000, 000 


At 1, 53. per acre, on 


26 million acres | Cattle, &c. in agriculture 32, 250, 000 


428,250, 000 


Of this one-third belongs to the La'ity, the remainder is 
divided between twenty-two biſhops, who have about 
4100,00 per annum, and one thouſand three hundred in- 
ferior clergy. 


Com- 


= * _ ** = 

ea $725 Wa A 4 A G 28. « OH) Wes. + - KS 

CEOS LN VF 7: F FOOD 2 F "12 ORR LASER 
GT Fo a ” e ene "; <1; FI 4 1 
& 7 ” ft 4 $2: 4 2h A + 1 7 my 4 v7 
0 8 ene 927 Sabo * 

8 1 4, % 2 
e N 

* 8 » - nr 


| 


Value of Perſons 


6 
Compararive WZAT TR. Subdividing the 
capital, thus aſcertained, into the diſtinct proper- 


ties of Proteſtant and Roman Catholic, upon the 


following baſis ; that the Proteſtant poſſeſſes nine- 


| tenths of the fee of the land; the proportion 
of the value of perſons, which is the number of 


individuals multiplied by 40. the value of each; 

the whole of the tithe; a proportion of the te- 
nants profit in land, equal to two parts in ſeven; 
the ſame ſhare in the capitals veſted in foreign 
and domeſtic trade, and the objects of agricul- 


tural capital; and nine-tenths of that veſted in 
houſes, mines, canals, &c. the Catholics 


having, during a century, been prevented from 
building, by the operation of thoſe laws, which 
enacted that they ſhould take no leaſes longer 
than 31 years; and mines, &c. being the property 
ot the proprietors of the fee of the land. 


This deduction from the totality of each ob- 
ject, will ſhew the property of the Roman 
Catholic. 5 

| Proteſiant Property Roman Catholic Property 
45,114,240 4 114,285,760 

> 12,000,000 
Tythe 


3 
Value of fee of land 2; 108, 000, 000 


r 


1 
12,000,000 


0 
14,000,000 + $35,000,000 


4 00,000, 000 
2 
2 
Houſes, canals, mines , 27,000,000 7 3, 000,000 
* 
2 
2 
2 
2 


Tithe 
Tenants profit 


Capital in foreign trade; 92,857,142 3 1,142,858 
4,285,113 3 10,714,287 


Capital in home trade 


. 223,071,237 FL 204,928,763 


If, from the amount on both ſides, we deduct 
the value of perſons and that of the fee of the 


land, in order to aſcertain the perſonal property 


of each ſect, the matter will ſtand thus: 

Proteſtant perſonal property — LF 69,356,997 
Catholic ditto ditto — FL 78,643,003 
And hence may be concluded, that the per- 


ſonal wealth of the two communities is nearly 
equal and not as aſſerted by Dr. Duigenan, the 


perſonal eftates of Iriſh Romanifts does not amount 
to more than the twentieth part of the perſonal pro- 
perty of the ftate ; whereas, by this view, It evi- 
dently forms above one-half of it. But as this proof 


reſts upon computations made by me, both of the 


numbers and ſhares in the property of the ſtate of 
both communities ; and, as I have hitherto been 
N ſo 
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ſo fortunate as to be able to expoſe the fallacy of 
the Doctor's concluſions, by admiſſions contained 


in his work, let us inquire whether T may. 


again be able to ſhew it in this inſtance. Sup- 


poſing then, for the fake of argument, and in 


conformity with Dr. Duigenan' 8 aſſertions, that 


the Roman Catholics poſſeſs but the fiftieth 


part of the fee of the land; but the twentieth 
of commercial capital; ; and that forming but 
two parts out of three, inſtead of five parts 
out of ſeven, of the population of che country 


they are not entitled to more than! two- 


| thirds of the other objects forming capital, and 


leaving out of account the value of perſons leaſt 


it ſhould excite cavil, what will be their ſhare 


of the two hundred and ſixty- ſix millions, con- 


ſtituting the national wealth? 


"Fee of had .*©. TY 7 2,400,000 
Tenants profit „„ %%% - . SS 
Houſes, mines, &. . 5 i Wo 1,500,000 
Capital in foreign trade 2 500,000 
Capital in home trade 28 750,000 


Agricultural capital. 20, 750, 000 


Total 57, 000, 000 


IS 


{ i 7 


Is this according to Dr. Duigenan's arithmetic 
a twentieth, or is it above a fifth of the national 
capital? I feel how very little intereſt ſuch ins 
quiries can excite, and having refuted in the 
beſt manner Jam able, every aſſertion of the 
Doctor's Appendix, 1 ſhall here place, for the 


fake of my Englith reader, 2 ſhort r review of theſe 
objecs: 
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Total national wealth, incluſive n 
of value of perſons — 428 250, 900 


Proteſtant property, incluſive! 

of perſons —V— — 228,071, 237 
Roman Catholic property, ww . 

cluſive of perfons — — 204,998,765 | 
Total national wealth, excluſive 

of value of perſons — 268,250,000 1 
Proteſtant property, excluſive of 

value of perſons — _ — 177,556,997 | 
Roman Catholic property, exclu- 5 „„ "of | 

five of value of perfons — 90,648,003 | 5 
Total national perſonal wealth, 5 _ 
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(44) 
Proteſtant perſonal property, ex- 
cluſive of perſons and land 69,356,997 
Catholic perſonal property, exclu- 
five of perſons and fee of land 738,6 18,003 


We may here, from motives of curioſity, take 

a comparative view of the property of each indi- 
vidual in his Majeſty's dominions of Great Bri- 
tain and Ireland; excluſive of the value of per- 
ſons, in Great Britain, it will be 47232283 the | 
national wealth, divided by the number of perſons, 
and will amount to 1811. 13s: 6d. in Ireland, the 
property of each. Proteſtant individual will be the 
amount of Proteſtant wealth divided by the num- 
ber of Proteſtants, expreſſed thus, '7743343+ and 
will give to each, 1461. 85. in Ireland, the pro- 
perty of each Roman Catholic will be the amount 
of Catholic wealth, divided by the number of 
Roman Catholics, expreſſed thus, F and | 
will give to each 351. 4s. If we ſuppole theſe 
reſpective capitals to yield an intereit of 5 per 
cent. the annual income of the inhabitant of 
Great Britain will be 91. ; that of the Iriſh Pro- 
teſtant, 7/ 6s.; of the Iriſh Roman Catholic, 
1 | Ll, 


(1) 


x.' 15s. Hence it appears, that whatever pro- 
portion does exiſt between the wealth of the 
Proteſtant and Roman Catholic communities, the 
ratio between the riches of individuals is as five | 
is to one in favour of the Proteſtant. 


1 have choſen by this comparative view, to 
new the poverty of the Roman Catholic, and a 
fortiori, that of the lower order of that commu- 
nity. This inordinate inequality of condition 
has been the effect of the penal code, and of that 
ſyſtem of government, which excluded the Ro- 
man Catholic from every ſituation in the army, 
navy, law, revenue, by which his condition might 
have been improved, whilſt his ſhare of the pub- 


lic fortune was made conſtantly an object of 
taxation, of which no part ever returned to him; 
the moſt fertile ſoil muſt be exhauſted, if the 
dews of the evening do not return that moiſture, 
which the meridian Sun has raiſed into the at- I 
oſs. g Lone IY 4 b ” 11 
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It is in the difference of the condition, and 
not in that of the creed of its inhabitants, that 
L 2 the 


eb 


777. gage 
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the evils of Ireland take their riſe; to this no 
ſudden cure can be; adminiſtered, exertions of 


a ſlow but conſtant nature may effect what guſts 
of paſſion would but deſtroy. Generations muſt 


paſs over before this chaſm, which has ſwallow- 


ed the happineſs of ſo many, can be cloſed. Itis, 
in the mean time, within the power of the Exe- 


cutive to do much, by a more even diſpenſation of 
5 political favours, it is within the province of the 


Legiſlature not to encourage, by laws made in a ; 


ſpirit of party, the miſchief. which is experi- 


enced, and to provide for poverty, when | it is not 
the cad of idlenels. 


It muſt ret with the proprietors of the coun- 


try to civilize, by example, and raiſe the lower 


orders from the wretchedneſs of their preſent 
conditions to ſituations of more comfort and 
eaſe. It is the duty of every man, not to widen, 
but to help to fill up the moral breach, and it 
muſt be the aim of every good man, as it lately 
has been that of the biſhop of Killalla, (/ee his 
narrative), to counteract a ſpirit of animoſity, 

oe” node off To $0555 2) to Hl 


1 


bigotry, revenge, and diſtruſt, which would moſt 
eſfectually marr every endeavour at improve- 
meaty ©: 9415 5, | | 


It is not from the Caſtle, « or the Viceroy, that 


amneſty and oblivion muſt be proclaimed, it 


muſt be a mutual compact between the upper 
and lower orders in Ireland. Let reſentment and 


rebellion ſleep in one tomb, and no Gallic incari- 


tation ſhall ever be equal to evoke either. In 
the mean time, it cannot be too often repeated, 


ones laws of excluſion, againſt a * rAljortey: of me 


middle claſſes, or ſchemes of finance which, for 
the ſake of revenue, corrupt t the morality, deſtroy 
the induſtry, and thence render impoſſible the 
improvement of the lower orders i in the ſtate, are 


the prolific parents of thoſe miſchiefs falſely at- 


tributed to the principles of attachment to one 
inſtead of another form of Chriſtian Worſhip. 


The happineſs of each, in this wonderful 
World, is cloſely connected with, and de- 
pendant on the happineſs of all: out of the ſav- 
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ings or economy of the loweſt orders muſt grow 
their comforts; out of their conſumption, the 
wealth of the ſtate; out of their love, its quiet. 
Attachment to Government, Order, and Law, 
cannot co-exiſt with the miſery of the governed, 
ſpringing from whatever cauſes. It is not in the 
nature of Man to reſpect the property of others, 
if totally deſtitute of property himſelf ; the ſevere. 
curb of law may for a time check his deſire to 


uſurp it; but the continual excitement is too 


ſtrong, it overpowers the conſideration of per- 
ſonal ſafety; he truſts, however falſely, that num- 
bers may inſure impunity, and-a deſire of Plun- 
der begets Rebellion, reproducing itſelf at no 
diſtant period, out of the miſery it creates. ; 
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